Personal identity and the schizophrenic process: an integration.
In this paper we explore the relation between theories of self, particularly identity theory, and the schizophrenic process. A fundamental assumption in identity theory is that a person's self includes a hierarchically organized set of identities. When an individual's set of identities is limited in range and/or diffusely organized he/she is thought to be at risk for schizophrenia. The onset and relapse of schizophrenic episodes are assumed to occur when important identities are negated. Implications of identity theory for integrating extant conceptions of schizophrenia are discussed. Also discussed are the effects of medication in establishing a patient identity and the role of the patient identity in preventing psychotic relapse.